ACTION POINTS EMERGING FROM THE SECOND MEETING OF THE COMMITTEE OF THE NATIONAL ADVISORY-CUM-REVIEW COMMITTEE ON BRGF

31ST OCTOBER 2009

1. Thiru Ashok Vardhan Shetty intimated that he had conveyed in writing the part of proceedings related to his statement. It was decided that other members could also similarly record the suggested changes and the proceedings should be finalized by the end of the day.
(Action: Dr. E. Venkatesu/ Time: 31-10-2009)
2. A Case study for one district needs to be conducted to assess the impact of allocation of funds through various schemes at district level and to see how it is being utilized to remove backwardness.
(Action: Secretary, PR, Govt. of Bihar / Time :__________)

3. The Committee appreciated the presentation made by Dr. M. N. Roy, Principal Secretary, Rural Development, Govt. of West Bengal on decentralized planning in West Bengal and suggested that the entire experience be documented both in printed and video form. 

(Action: APARD, NIRD / Time:__________)

4)
Taking note of the need to capture the diverse approaches being followed in the states, it was decided to constitute the following committees:-

1) A Sub-Committee on District Planning Process with the following mandate and prepare a draft paper :-

· Study the constitution and functioning of DPCs

· Study the district planning process as being practiced in the states of Bihar, Bengal, Maharashtra and Kerala.

· Find out to what extent the delivery system is being improved by the planning process.

(Action: DG, YASHADA, Dr. M N Roy, Dr. Deepak Prasad, PRIA, Dr. Sudhir Krishna, Shri M.V. Rao 

Time: End of November 2009)

2) A Sub-committee on approval systems for flagship programmes with the following mandate and prepare a draft paper:-

· Identify the major flagship programmes for local area development and document their outlay.

· Study the institutional arrangement for approval in detail including – who prepares the plan; who approves; who sanctions; and who implements

· Study the opportunities for convergence and suggest measures
(Action: NIRD, APARD, Planning Commission, Rev Fr. Dr. Abraham, XLRI)

Time: (End of November 2009)

3) A Sub-Committee on Capacity Building, Convergence, with the following mandate and also to prepare a draft paper:-

· Assess the resource envelope made available for capacity building through various schemes; 

· Determine the extent of use of IEC and the handicaps thereto;

· Assess the extent of convergence in these programmes at various levels

· Prepare a concept and national framework for capacity building. The framework should include the definition of capacity building, principles of capacity building and the structures at national, state, district and sub-district level needed for capacity building.

(Action: Shri R. K. Singh, PRIA, M N Roy, Rev Fr. Dr. Abraham (XLRI), APARD/ Time: End of November 2009
5) It was decided that a team headed by Shri B. N. Yugandhar and comprising of Rev Fr. Dr. Abraham (XLRI), Shri B. K. Sinha would visit the states of Jharkhand, Bihar and West Bengal and hold discussions with the key stakeholders associated with the implementation of BRGF and make an inter-state comparison in implementation of BRGF.

Time: Mid-November 2009

6) Meeting on draft papers of the three sub-committees.
(Action: APARD/ Time: December 4 & 5, 2009)

7) First Convention on DPC
(Action: YASHADA/ Time: First Week of January, 2010)

8) It was decided that the draft report should be presented before a selected group comprising some 15 experts and their opinion ascertained.
Action: NIRD / Time: Second Week of February, 2010)

9) A Cell in NIRD Library on Regional and Local Planning could be set up as a source for methodological, geographical, agro-climatic, cultural and other issues related to regional planning and development.
(Action: CMRD, NIRD / Time: November 15, 2009)

10) It would be useful for NIRD to send faculty to Nagoya of Japan and Hague for an understanding on methodology adopted in different countries and to benefit from the   literature on regional planning
(Action: NIRD)

11) It was suggested that either XLRI or PRIA conduct an Inter-sectoral Diagnostic study on Parallel Bodies to PRIs.
(Action: XLRI, PRIA/ Time :)
12) Website of National Advisory-cum-Review Committee - Items to be added Map of India indicating BRGF districts Provide Background about BRGF, 50 years history on regional planning. Upload all the reports on BRGF, best experiences, Operational guidelines of 14 to 15 flagship programmes, statistics of 250 backward districts. Frequent updating of the website in consultation with experts who rendered services to APARD, photos and films related to BRGF

(Action: CITQT / Time: Continuous)

